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Thomaston resident files new complaint agatnst Dragon
8.l Lynda Clancy

lclancy@vil lagesou p.com

THOMASTON - Neigbbors of Drag,on
Products have reinforced their court action
against tbc cement plant, citing recent air
sampling data released b) the Maine D€part-
ment of Environmental Protection

On Feb l.Thomaston residents Stephen
and Kathv Darnev filed a new complaint
ag,ainst D|agon in Knox County Superior
Court, saying dust and vibrations from ce-

ment plant operations have invaded the
Darnels'propert)'on Old County Road on a

continuing basis, causing physical harm and
property damage, and disturbing peace of
mind

"The earthquake-like vibrations and
boomhg sounds shake their walls, glasware
and lig,ht fixtures," wrote the Darneys' attor-
ney, Peggy McGehee of the Portland firm Per-

kins, Thompson, Hirckley and Keddy. "The

most recent blast was on Jzn 25,2008, as to
which Dngon gave the Darneys no notice "

The comphint said that the dust from
the plant. including the quarry, the cement
manulhcturing faciliq', the waste piles and

the roads. migrates off Dragon properfy ro
residential property, including that of the
Darneys The new data shows that the dust at

the Darneys'property includes high levels of
lime and silicon. said McGehce

-l havc not seen the complaint. so I can t
coDmcnt oo it." said [tichacl Kuhns. enYiron-
mcntal maniger at Dngon. on Monday

Kuhns tlid sa;'. however, that Dmgon
nrrintJlns,r blasting notification list that an1-

une ean get on simply by calling the com-
panv Kuhns said three
pcople/trusinesses arc

on the list, iocluding
thc f)rrnevs

Kubns said that
records of the Jan 25

blasting indicate that
Dngon ried calling
the Darneys for l5
minutes that day but
their phone line was

consistentl,Y busy.
This latest com-

'The earthquake-like vibrations

and booming sounds shake their
walls, glassware and light fixtures.'

- Stephen and KathY DorneYs'

attorney,Peggy McGehee of the

Portl ond fi rm Pe rki ns, Thom Pson,

Hinckley and KeddY.
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rivas lt has be€n converted to a limited li-
abilt!'company, as Mccehee pointed out in
the latest suit, subs€quent to the 2004 Dar-

ney surt
Dragon has been opeEting inThomaston

since 1928 and has grown in operition and

size over the last decade In 2004, the Maine
State Chamber of Commerce bestowed its

annual Maine lnvestor Award on Dragon
commending the compan)'for its $50 million
plant modernizatioo, which bcgan in 200J

and included environmental improvcments
That same year, the

firassroots Neighbors
tbr a SaI-e f.lragon began
pressuring the state's

environmental agen-

c1, following a blast
of fugitile dust from
the plant's stack, and
heightened its ques
tionin8, of the DEP'S

slow processing of
Dragon waste permrts
That issue was resolved

side of the lun8s
'It's a very serious aspect of quarrying

and cement manufucturinli," he said 'They

IDragonl know whrt is Boing on is wrong
Ther have been evasive about the dust "

Mccchee considers the DEP data impor-
tant for the Dragon suit

"l do feel a lot better from this because of
the significant work of the DEP to get infor'
mation." she said

Richard Marriner. head of the DEP's air
smpling division fbr Central Maine said

that the test data from mid-June through
NoYember indicatcd that total suspended
particulates in the air occasionalll' exceeded
the 24-hour nuisance levels set by state stat-

ute Those higher levels were recorded once
at the Darneys propcrty, but rnore often on
Route I inThomaston.

"Based upon the arnlyses we've done of
the material, tbere are a number of possible
parties who may have contdbuted to exceed-
ing the nuisance standard," said Bryce Sproul,
director of licensing and enforcement for the
DEP s air bureau

Roadwork was under way last summer on
Rout€ I with the Lowe's construction pro,ect
and the rock crusher pit behind Midas

'It was a fairly dusty town this past sum-

mer,' said Marriner.
Mamine r said seveo samples of particu-

lates collected during those nuisance inci
dents were tnalyzed for content and were
found to contain pollen, spores, plant mate-
rial, silica and limestone

'Whether that comes from the quarry or
the side of the road, I can't say," said Marri-
nef

McGeHee said the goal remains as it was

in 2004: to I,et Drr8on to be a Sood neigh-
bor

'Dragon has to survey the damage that
people have had and take care of it, she

said 'This has flummoxed nre V'hy has this
*,ea.lthy corporation never replaced a win-
dow?"

plaint follows a prc!'ious 2004 suit that had
been filed by the Darneys in Knox Count)'
Superior Court Last Octobet Judge Jeffrey
Hielm dismisscd three of the suit's six counts

- nuisance, strict liabilit]' and personal iniury
- leaving two remaining counts in the suit -
trespass and iniunction - to proceed to trial

Trial is schedulcd for March; however,
McGehcc said Monday that she has asked

the court to consolidaae the two cases If
the iudge refuses, she will request that thc
recent DEP data showing that the dust at thc

Darne-ys'property is consistent with D.agon
dust, plus a contractor's estimate of Dilney
property damage, be admjtted as evidence

McGeHee said th€ Darneys obtained last

tall.'expert testimony on the structural dam-

age to their home and barn from Dragon's ap
proaching blasting operations since Nol'. 12,

2004. and the cost (in the raoge of $80,000)
to repair such damage "

Dngon mines and processes limestone
from its quarry that lies between Old County
Road and Routc I inThomaston, truckinS, the
material through a tunnel that lies beneath

the highway to the plant According to Drag-

on, the Thomaston plant is the only cement

manufacturing facilit)' in New England
Dragon is owned by Gant Cement of

Soutfi Cxrolina, which in turn is owned by
Spanish company Cenrentos ltortland Valder-

last year when the state I,ave conditional ap-

proval to the company to close its two waste

oiles
Kuhns said this week that the life expec-

tancy of the Dragon mining pit is estimated
to be more than 20 years.

But the Darn€ys maintain that the com-
pany continues to commil new at'ts of trev
pass, negligence and nuisance.

"The continuing noise, vibration and

dust g,enerated by Dra8,on's operations at the
plant constitute a nuisance, and shows actual
or implied malice toward the Dameys, be-

ing outrageous toward them," the complaint
reads

The Darneys have been building a re-

cord of evidence about Dragon operations
for seveml years, filming, photographing and

documenting operatioDs at the plant, as w.ell

as at their Old County Road property, near

Dragon's mining pit
"Ttre Darnel's have worked for lears on

behalf of the communiry'said McGeHee on

Monday. "Ttrey want D.a8on to stop the mi-
grana dust and reduce the level of blasting

They are working to reduce the eflect or the

cornmunity and if we have darnage, we will
take care of it "

Steve Dame)'said he is concerned about

the silica contained in the mined quartz,

which has iagged edges that stick to the in-

quarries lime from its mining
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The Gamden Gonlerence is coming to Belfast

(and Rockland, and Portland)

Religion as a Force in World Affairs
Feb.22'24,2008

Hutchinson Center, Belfast
Strand Theatre, Rockland

Hannaford Auditorium, USM, Portland

Tickets for the Strand Theatre and Hurchinson Center: $125 each

Tickets for the Hannaford Auditorium: $190 each

2008 Conference Program :

. Keynote Speech: Rev. J. Bryan Hehir, Kennedy School' Harvard Universlry

Topics to be addressed include:
. Religious Influences in the Shaping ofU.S Foreign Policy
. The Role of Fund:rmentalists in Recent U.S Foreign Policy
. Faith and Practice: Personal Values rurd I\bhc Policy
. Religious Identities in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
. The Clrsh Between Sunni und Shia Muslims Across the Middle East

. The Struggle Between Mcxlem Govemance and Resurgent Islam

. The Global Challenge of Poverty

. Can Faith-Based Diplomacy Lead to a More Peaceful World'l

FMI or to register for Rockland and Belfast venues:

www.camdenconferencc.org or 236- I 034

To register lor the Portland venue:
www.wacmaine org or 780455 l.

The 2008 Currulen Conlcrcrtcc is sponsored by'Courier Publicutions, lhe Henrt- Lute

Fourulution, the Muine Comunin Fouru)arion, the Muine Humnities Coun<'il, urul

thc Unitv Founduion.


